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elections and I presided over the Government under
which they were held. That is my testimony, so that
it will be written in the Parliamentary Record and
remain there as irrefutable evidence in the history of
Spain.

The Frente Popular received 4,206,156 votes in spite
of the abstention of many anarchist organizations. The
Right-Wing parties polled 3,783,601. Centre parties,
many of whom were loyalists after the revolt, got
681,407. A Liberal administration was formed with the
support but not the participation of the left-wing groups.
The Cabinet was composed of members of the liberal
centre parties, nine from the Republican Left and three
from the Republican Union, while the War Office was
entrusted to a general with no special political affilia-
tions. No socialist was included by Don Manuel Azafia,
although they held 89 seats.1 The Communist Party
had few representatives in the Cortes, and it was not
until the war had been going on for some time that they
were brought into the Government. It was definitely a
centre party which took office, and the Premier possibly
over-emphasized the moderate nature of his Govern-
ment. Its middle-aged idealism encouraged a good deal
of fascist activity, of provocation and of counter-
provocation.

irThe Frente Popular was made up as follows

Republican Left

Republican Union

Catalonian Republican Left

Basque National Party

Socialist Party

Communist Party

Independent left parties   .

The first socialists to take office were in the Cabinet of Largo

Caballero, formed at the beginning of September, 1936.  At the

time of the February elections there were some thirty thousand

members of Frente Popular parties in gaol for political offences.
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